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SMALL GRANT SCHEME 
‘Practical help for the inclusion of children and families with special needs in your congregation’
GUIDELINES

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHILDREN'S SOCIETY  

SMALL GRANT SCHEME - GUIDELINES
Please read this CAREFULLY before completing the Application Form
AIMS

The aims of the Scheme are as follows:-

a. to show the love of Christ to children with special needs and their parents in a practical and meaningful way

b. to enhance and improve inclusion of children with special needs within congregations

c. to financially assist congregations who are involved with children who have additional needs 


WHO MAY APPLY?

a. Congregations involved with children with special needs

b. Organisations within congregations involved with children with special needs, e.g. Sunday schools, toddlers groups, uniformed organisations, etc.
PARTICULAR AREAS OF WORK THE INITIATIVE HOPES TO SUPPORT

a. Congregations seeking to improve their provision for children and families with special needs.

b. Congregational organisations seeking to improve the inclusion of children with special needs within the existing ministries of the church.

c. Training and resources to help with leadership of existing or newly developing children’s ministry within the area of special needs. 

LEVEL OF GRANT

Grants will be allocated on the basis of both the funds available to the Society and the need concerned.  It is unlikely that the grant will exceed £200 sterling or €220.00 Euro.
GRANT APPLICATION PROCEDURE

a. Everyone seeking a grant will be asked to complete an application form by the Presbyterian Children's Society. (Form attached.)
b. Applications should be countersigned by the minister to confirm that he/she is aware of, and supports, the application.
c. Completed applications will be considered by the Society and its decision will be final.
d. Notification will be forwarded to you regarding the outcome of your application.
HOW DO YOU APPLY

By completing and returning the attached application form to Mr Jason Nicholson, The Presbyterian Children's Society, Glengall Exchange, 3 Glengall Street, Belfast BT12 5AB or by email to jasonnicholson@presbyterianchildrenssociety.org
If you have any queries or would like to discuss any matters relating to the application procedure, please contact 
Jason Nicholson – Tel: 028 90323737 or email: jasonnicholson@presbyterianchildrenssociety.org
If you have any queries on how the grant is appropriate to those with special needs in your congregation, please contact Ruth Bromley, Children’s Development Officer, Council for Congregational Witness in Assembly Buildings on 02890322284 or by email to rbromley@presbyterianireland.org
CONDITIONS OF GRANT

a. Grants are only available to congregations which belong to the Presbyterian Church in Ireland
b. Grants are available in both Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland

c. Grants should be spent only in accordance with the purpose for which it is given

d. After a period of time recipients will be asked to give short feedback on how the grant has been used
EXAMPLES OF GRANT USE

Grants may be provided for the following:-

· Resources for a ‘Fiddles Box’ 

· Accessible Bibles (available from Biblica and other retailers)

· Ear defenders 

· Visual timetables for children’s ministry to allow children with special needs to have visual cues to understand the programme

· Children’s visual sensory packs

· Sensory toys and mats for a Toddlers group and/or crèche

· Training for leaders in additional skills, e.g. Makaton training

· Library of books for parents, leaders and families on special needs

· Other: bubble machine, water beads, sheer nylon scarves, music, fairy lights.
For other information on the use or relevance of any of these items, please contact Ruth Bromley, Children’s Development Officer, Congregational Life and Witness office in Assembly Buildings.

SMALL GRANT SCHEME

APPLICATION FORM
SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Please use black ink and type or write as clearly as possible, using capitals where appropriate.
1.

Name of Congregation


_________________________________________________________





2.

Name and Address for Correspondence

_________________________________________________________






_______________________________________________________________________
Post Code________________   
Telephone Number __________________


Email:







3.
Please indicate the purpose for which you are seeking a Grant: this information is very important in 
             helping us to assess your application – please give as much detail as possible and continue on a 


separate sheet if necessary.

________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________





________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



4.
Please give reasons for the need for this funding.

________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________




________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________


5.
What is the total amount of Grant you are seeking?


________________________________________________________________


6.
Please itemise the expenditure for which you are seeking a grant.  A grant cannot be awarded where no detailed itemisation is given.

_______________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________


Please give details of the cheque payee:
Make cheque payable to: ________________________________________________________

I have read the Guidelines relating to the Small Grant Scheme and accept the terms contained therein.  I declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief the details given above are correct and complete.

SIGNATURE ___________________________________

  DATE _________________



POSITION HELD________________________________
I support the above application as a recognised arm of our church's activities.

SIGNATURE OF MINISTER_________________________ DATE ________________

Information provided will only be accessed by the Presbyterian Children’s Society and Council for Congregational Life and Witness staff.
Closing date for applications is 31st December 2020
